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MEMORANDUM POR: Deputy Assistent Director for Central Reference, Chairman,
4 Boe Committee on Foreign Institute Files

SUBJEST

29

furvey of Foreign Institute Files

1. PROBLEM:

To determine the content and usefulness to the intelligence community
of the files on forelgr institutes® maintained in certain DD/I
offices.

2. FANTS PEARING OF THE PROBIEM:

4., On Y(December 1935, an informal meetling of representatives of the
Office of the DD/I, OCR, 08I, CO and Munegement Stasf wes held to
sonsider the rasponsibilities of CIA components for the wmaintenance
of inmetitute fijes and the utilization of such files., Five offices
were ldentified as maintaining files on Torelgn Institutes snd it
wag agread theit these files avd any others found to besar upon the
wrcblam would be examined and o report prepared covering:

{1) The sourens of information on foreign institut:z and the
service gynilable from esch souree.

{2} Restrictions, if evr, +o obtaining informstion from these
JCAACCRE .

(3) Duplicanion existing, 1f any, and the need for such
duplication.

(3) asps in sveilsble information.

{5) Suggested reorganizetion or change of respoaaibillities,
L deswad advigable.

. Even among those pregenl who were maintaining data on Institutes, Llithle
Jag moun about the dats msintained by others.

“.. The fllzg of the Pallowirg off'lces were examined; details of the find-
ings are atteched as smrexes:

B e € AL s A et et

i Fpreign institutes, in this report, refers to associetlions and organizi-
tions which sre of intersei o economic and scientific research oreas
in the Agency:; thisz does not inelude international organizations.
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(1) Ammex A epd B. Scientific and Technical Braamch, FDD/0O.

(2) Annex C. Pundenentel Sciences Area, OSI.

{3} Ammex D. Blologleal and Agricultural Branch, FSA, OSI.

(&) Amex E. Technical Support Seciion, Technical Sexvices
Branch, Blectromics Division, OSI. (ED/0SI)

(5) Annex F. Chemistry Division, 0SI.

(6) Annex G. @Geography Division, Geographic Research, ORR.

(7) Arvmex BH. Biographic Reglster, OCR.

(8) Ammex I. Industrial Reglster, OCR.  (IR/CR)

Four of the offices limited their coverage to the USSR; four included
all or part of the Sovbloc and only one, the Industrial Reglster, had
world-vide eoverage.

Sources of information included bidliograpbic and biographic’ data,
foreign languege publications, data obtained through an external
research project and the norwmal £lov of intelligence documents.

ALl f£iles were maintained or cross-referenced alphabetically by nome
of institute; other filing and indexing techniques veried.

FID has identified the greatest number of institutes, toteling TO000-
8000 and believes this includes all Ruseian institutes and approxi-
wately one-third of the University "chairs™. The other offices have
identified institutes only im the areas of thelr specialities.

The files in each office were contsined in from ome to six safes with
the exception of Industrial Register where an estimate could not de
obtained because institute dossiers are interfilsd with industrial
dosslers.

The follouving offices maintain £iles primerily for use of their own
enalysts: Blological end Agricultwral Brench, FSA, 0SI; Techanical
Support Section, Techmical Services Bramch, Electronies Divieion,
G513 Chemistry Branch, FSA, 0SI; and Geography Division, Geographic
Feseavrch, ORR. All of these offices will supply data to the intel-
ligence communiiy upon request. FSA/0SI has developed 2 file, no
longer kept current, vhich is used for prepsration of pvblications
on Soviet fundamsntal research. Files are mainbtained as a central
reference serviee to the intelligence community by: USSR Branch,
FDD, 00; Industrial Register, OCR; and Biographic Reglster, OCR.
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As shown in the annexes, users ave not referred to other files as
often as they could be.

Duplication is virtually nom-existent except in the wmaterial maine-
tained by the Electronles Division, 0SI {Annex E) and %the Industrial
Register, OCR (Ammex I)}.

(1} Both offices are receiving, indexing and filing the normal
flov of intelligence documents relating Lo electronles.
Both maintain these data by institute.

(2) The ED file contains some regular intelligence documents
which are not in IR because the ED files personnel retain
and £ile some documents which are scheduled for subsequent
routing to IR. Only recently has IR arranged with Lisison
Division, OCR to receive coples of sguch documents.

(k) Certain dats received by 0SI personnel vie non-official
chaanels are in the ED files and are not in the IR files.

DISCUSSION:

If the ED/OSI file were eliminated and the material were transferred
to IR/OCR, the effects would be as follows: .

0SI analysts would have one source to consult instead of two for
data concerning institutes ia the field of electronics.

All such date would be under wmiform indexing controls. This would
facilitete expansion of research to other countries.

0SI would no longer have the services of two analysts specializing
in electronics intelligence reference meterisls, primsrily concerning
the Soviet Bloec.

The Industrial Register would probably not receive certain documents
cbtained by OSI persommel via non-official channels; it is assumed
the documents would be retained by individual OSI analysts if they
no longer had a specielelectronics"filing group in the same building
in which they worked.

0SI anelysts would probably request less reference service than they
do now because the Industrial Register is locsted at 350 26th St. 9
N.V. and the Electroniecs Division i3 loecated in Barton Hall.
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b, COMCLUSIONSS

2. All foreign institute files examined are of current and potential
future use to the intelligence communlty.

b. The fiies and the assistance of those in charge are avallable %o
weribers of the intelligence community upom request and proper
authorization. This fact and informetion on vwhat date are availeble
ia each £ile axe not well knoun.

c. ‘There is substantial duplication in the files and indexing methods
of Blectronics Division, 0SI and Industrial Register, OCR. Bub
they should not be coubined at this time becauge of the satisfactory
service vwaleh 0SI recsives from the ED £1le and the proximity of
this file to OSI.

d. OSI sauslyste and the ED flles personnel ave not sufficiently informed
of the data available in IR/OCR which ave not to be found in the ED
files.

5. ACTICNS RECCMMENTED:
It is recomwended that:
a. The institute files surveyed be left intact.

b. Intereseted elements of the intelligence community be informed of
the contents ef these files.

¢. YWhen OSI anslyste and the Induotrial Feglster are moved ¢loser %o-
gether (as will be eccomplished in the nev Agency building) the
duplicotion of the E4d and the IR files be reexamined. Prowimity will
1o longer be a cchnslderation which gives Incrsased welght to the
argunents for one set of files apnd one method of indexing. AL thats A
time the argument for specialization weuld be the key factor end SRERTEL &
showld be more thoroughly emalyzed. \ Soob

d. OSY analysts be informed end the personnsl in charge of the Electroanics
Division institute file be shoun by 2 speclal briefing that there are
pertinent data svailsble in the Industriel Register vhich are unot dup- 25X1
licated 3in the ED file.

ANNEYES ¢
Seg list of esnpexes In
item 2¢ {page 2).
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